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Annual phenomenon on Galveston Island makes its return
GALVESTON, Texas (May 13, 2009) – The seaweed, our beach’s blessing sent by Mother Nature to protect the island and provide homes for sea creatures, has arrived. The name seaweed incorrectly implies that this “weed” has little value. In fact, it is a floating ecosystem and upon arriving onshore, it becomes an essential key to preventing coastal erosion. 

The seaweed usually arrives May through August and is beneficial to the island as it arrives in blankets and covers areas of our beaches. It supports a diverse ecosystem and is a natural cure to eroding beaches. Seaweed, also known as Sargassum, is a brown free floating algae. Over time the seaweed breaks apart while traveling through the Gulf Stream. Sometimes it can cover more than one acre while at sea. It is estimated that 7 million tons of live seaweed live in the ocean. In comparison we get a small portion of broken seaweed to help protect our island. 

As waves roll in and out the seaweed traps sand within it and builds up along the beach keeping it from being carried back out to sea. This forms new sand dunes naturally renourishing our beach. Seaweed also provides habitats for a wide variety of sea life before piling up along our coast. Mahi mahi, juvenile sea turtles and seabirds all rely on this unique free-floating alga. Some of the creatures found within the seaweed cannot be found any other place in the world. Seaweed might be a slight nuisance and appear dirty but it’s a natural phenomenon necessary to the life of a Gulf Coast island.   
The Park Board of Trustees understands the importance of seaweed as well as the community’s opinion and will assist with the drones of seaweed that will soon arrive. Responsible for maintaining and cleaning 32 miles of Galveston’s beaches, the park board will make part of its job cleaning the seaweed. A process that requires heavy duty cleaning is done with skill and preservation through the early morning hours. A section of East Beach will be left undisturbed as the seaweed accumulates. A new dune, lined with vegetation is naturally built over time reducing beach erosion. Cleaning crews maintain other beach front areas by removing trash and debris from the seaweed. Depending on tide conditions crews rake and clean an area behind or in front of the seaweed allowing you plenty of room to sunbathe and not be tangled up or bothered by Mother Nature’s way of protecting the island. 


Enjoy the beach throughout the day as cleaning crews will be steadily raking and beautifying during the night. The seaweed will take its natural course and continue washing ashore through the day, protecting Galveston’s beaches from coastal erosion. Cleaning resumes early the following morning so you can begin another beautiful day on the beach. The early beachgoer catches the warmth of the sun and the freshly cleaned beaches.  
Let the seaweed do its job while you enjoy everything going on this summer. The AIA Sandcastle Contest is June 6 and free Movie Nite and Music Nites on The Strand are held the first and third Saturday of each month. Be sure to keep an eye out for new beach events and annual festivities such as the 4th of July parade and fireworks. For further information on seaweed, beach cleanup or events happening this summer please visit www.galveston.com. 
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