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HAVING FUN IN THE SAND AND SUN ON GALVESTON ISLAND BEACHES...SAFELY!
GALVESTON, Texas (March 11, 2009) – Beach safety is a priority for Galveston Island all year long, especially during peak times such as the upcoming spring break. Debris from last year’s Hurricane Ike has been cleared from Seawall beaches, however, swimming is still not recommended between 21st through 24th Streets because of the pilings in the water. The previous ban on swimming in West End beaches has been lifted by the Galveston Island Beach Patrol after all shoreline and hazardous debris was removed from the area.   

All visitors venturing to Galveston Island or other beachfront locations should follow these safety tips provided by the Galveston Island Beach Patrol 
1. Always swim near a lifeguard

2. Stay away from the rocks and piers 

3. Never swim alone

4. do not dive in headfirst

5. take sun and heat precautions (Drink non-alcoholic fluids, wear sunblock and protective clothing)

6. Don’t panic in a rip current (stay calm and Try to call or wave for help)

7. Never go in after a drowning person (Throw a rope or flotation device)

8. non swimmers and children should wear lifejackets when in or around the water

9. obey warning signs and flags

10. Dial 911 for a lifeguard
“As the Galveston Island Beach Patrol, our mission is to ensure that guests are enjoying our wonderful beaches and all the water activities the island has to offer, but at the same time remembering that beach safety and taking important precautions are key,” says Peter Davis, Chief of Galveston Island Beach Patrol. 
The Galveston Island Beach Patrol goes through an intense training each year earning accreditations from the American Red Cross and the United States Lifesaving Association. Lifeguards perfect their skills throughout various practices during the year such as the highly recognized Mass Aquatic Casualty Emergency Operation, (MACEO) in May. This event tests lifeguards on various lifesaving scenarios and is designed to help increase professionalism and build a trustworthy team. 

For up-to-date information on island weather, safety and beach reports, visit www.galvestonbeachpatrol.com. For Galveston Island events and beach activities, visit www.galveston.com. To interview Peter Davis on beach safety, contact RoShelle Gaskins at 409-797-5152. 
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